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⚫ Restrictive, colonial, and archaic 1930 Revised Penal Code abortion 

• 1870/1822 Old Spanish Penal Codes

⚫ No express exceptions 

• even in case of rape/incest, risks to life and health of the woman, 
pregnancy condition/fetal condition

⚫ At least 3 women/persons with diverse gender identities die from 
complications from unsafe abortions

⚫ 1.2 million induce abortion (half of unintended/unwanted pregnancies); 
risk to lives & health 

⚫ High unintended/unwanted pregnancies

• Gender-based violence

• Adolescent pregnancies
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- Penal law is not the answer; 

Current restrictive law is outdated & 

ineffective

⚫ Penalizing abortion does not stop women from 

inducing abortion - it just endangers the lives & 

health of women

⚫ No restrictive law nor religious dogma stopped 

Filipino women to discontinue their unintended 

or unwanted pregnancies 

⚫ Prosecution of women who induce abortion and 

those assisting them is not the answer
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⚫ Lack of access to safe abortion, emergency abortion care, and post-
abortion care

⚫ induced (viable)

⚫ medical reasons/therapeutic (woman, pregnancy condition/fetal 
condition)

⚫ naturally occurring medical conditions (not penalized)

⚫ spontaneous abortion/miscarriage

⚫ incomplete abortion

⚫ intra-uterine fetal demise
▪ even in cases where the fetal demise was caused by violence committed 

by abusive partners

⚫ Harsh, Discriminatory and Delayed Treatment

⚫ Threats of prosecution

⚫ Despite existing laws
⚫ Reproductive Health (RH) Law, Magna Carta of Women, Anti-Hospital Deposit 

Law, and DOH AO ensuring access to post-abortion care
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⚫ Penal law is not the answer

⚫ Public Health and Medical Ethics

• Top five leading cause of maternal death

⚫ Human Rights – Save the lives of women and persons with 
diverse gender identities

• Constitutional guarantees, Secular standards, 
and International Human Rights Standards 

• Abortion is a fundamental human right

• SRHR Issues, Gender Relations, and Gender-
based Violence

⚫ Social Costs 

• dolescent girls die during childbirth; stop schooling

⚫ Social Justice – two-thirds are poor

*Historical fight for women’s rights
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 Sept. 28 – launched the proposed Decriminalize Abortion Bill:

“Act Decriminalizing Induced Abortion to Save The Lives of 

Women, Girls, Persons of Diverse Gender Identities, Amending 

Articles 256-259 of the Revised Penal Code”

#SaveWomen’sLives/#SavePeople’sLives 

#DecriminalizeAbortionNow                                               

#DecriminalizeAbortionCampaignPH

 Legal exceptions (legalization on certain grounds) would not work 

• because of strict legal regulations, refusals (providers and 

legal system), non-registration of pills/VA, etc.; Irish dentist 

case
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Reasons to Decriminalize Abortion 

- Human Rights; Comply with                                     

International Human Rights Obligations

⚫ UN recommendations 

⚫ CEDAW Committee

⚫ 2006 (NY), 2015 (Inquiry), 2016 (GVA) CEDAW 

Committee recommendations to make abortion legal in 

the Phils.

▪ decriminalize all other cases where women undergo abortion 

(2015 Inquiry recommendations)

⚫ 2018 (GVA) - 2-year follow up for Phil. gov’t to submit a 

report to the CEDAW Committee on the steps it has taken 

to make abortion legal

⚫ HRC, CESCR, CAT, CRC

⚫ UN Special Rapporteurs
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Key Advocacy Points

to Decriminalize Abortion
1) Sign the change.org petition to support the #DecriminalizeAbortionBill                      
#SaveWomensLives:

https://www.change.org/decriminalizeabortionph

2) Read the full text of the #DecriminalizeAbortionBill #SaveWomensLives here:

https://decriminalizeabortion.ph/2020/09/read-the-full-text-of-the-bill/

3) Watch the video of the Sept. 28 launch of the bill and the Q&A portion

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1182113208839918&id=855898747825862

4) Read the opinion editorial of Clara Rita A. Padilla, "Reasons Why We Need to Decriminalize 
Abortion“, citing seven reasons (1,500 words)

https://www.rappler.com/voices/thought-leaders/opinion-why-we-need-decriminalize-abortion

5) Watch the International Commission of Jurists Sept. 28 webinar on decriminalization of abortion 
featuring Clara Rita Padilla of EnGendeRights/PINSAN (who drafted the #decriminalizeabortionbill), 
Dr. Heisoo Shin (member, UN CESCR), Minhee Hyun (co-counsel in abortion law court challenge)

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=388215342186837&id=111426183627388

6) Read other resources on decriminalization of abortion/reproductive rights, gender, gender-based 
violence (primer to assist rape survivors (with regimen on emergency contraception); primer to 
assist gender-based violence survivors), and diverse sexual orientation and gender identities at:

https://engenderights.com
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Thank you!
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