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Protection of Civil Liberties 

amid COVID-19

MEDIA 
FREEDOM

RIGHT TO 
INFORMATION

PRIVACY

28 September:

International Day 

for Universal Access 

to Information 

(IDUAI)

Theme for 2020:

“access to 

information in times 

of crisis” 

(announced by 

UNESCO)



Ice-breaker



1) Are there restrictions 

put on journalists 

during COVID-19 in 

your country?



2) Is there a free flow 

of information on 

COVID-19 in your 

country?



3) Are you using any 

contact tracing 

apps?



4) Is information of 

COVID-19 patients 

publicized in your 

country?
Answer in Chatbox:  

If yes, what kind of 

information is 

publicized?





Fake news and media freedom



Right to 
information 
and 
National 
security



Data privacy and public health

SOURCE: Norton Rose Fulbright, 

July 2020

https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-th/knowledge/publications/d7a9a296/contact-tracing-apps-a-new-world-for-data-privacy


Pro Bono in the court

India High Courts on internet 
shutdown and contact tracing app

Nepal Supreme Court on COVID-19 
patient data privacy

Defence of journalists in court



Pro Bono in other ways

Comparative legal research

CPJ research on new laws 

that negatively impact press 

freedom in Latin America

CLD case law research on 

internet shutdown

Policy work

Trackers



Breakout 

Discussion

One person to report back

(1) Pro bono in the court (Saroj, 
Prasanth, Trishna): 

Do you have similar case examples 
from your country?

Do you have litigation needs on 
media freedom/ right to information 
/ privacy?

(2) Pro bono in other ways (Shawn 
and Laura, Fiona):

What are some ways pro bono 
lawyers can help protecting media 
freedom / right to information / 
privacy in your country?



Thank you 

for joining 

us!

Fiona Li, Thomson Reuters Foundation 

(Thailand) fiona.li@tr.com

Shawn Crispin, Committee to Protect Journalists 

(Thailand) swcrispin@yahoo.com

Prasanth Sugathan, Software Freedom Law 

Center (India) prasanth@sflc.in

Laura Notess, Legal Officer, Centre for Law and 

Democracy (Canada) laura@law-

democracy.org

Saroj Ghimire, Himalayan Lawyers & Associates 

(Nepal) nbasarojghimire@gmail.com
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