
Session B6:  Case Report 

Instructions: You have been given a case study. Use the table below to brainstorm and draft 1 or 2 arguments, which you will present 
to the village elders later.  

 

S/N Problem 
Write out the statements you 
are likely to hear when faced 
with such a situation 

Issue 
Define the issue/question 
before the “Court” 

Arguments  
- Are there religious and customary laws to support your argument? 
(general ideas of justice, equity etc…).  
- What gender stereotypes have opposing counsel relied on? 
- How has this caused unfair discrimination against your client? 
- How has this privileged the defendant/respondent unfairly? 
- Propose how the “Court” could assess the case instead 
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Session B6:  Case Brief – Group 3 
 
Instructions: 
 

You have been approached to assist in a case of inheritance. You are acting for Ms. 
Mi Mi, a 35-year widow whose husband recently died. She has one 20-year old son 
and one disabled daughter. Her family is not rich and her husband left some 
property. Her son treats her very rudely and never helps the family. He sometimes 
drinks and plays cards. Although her daughter is a disabled person, she always 
helps her mother with the housework as much as she can. Ms. Mi Mi has trouble 
because her son asks her to share ¼ of the property as he is an orasa (the eldest 
child). But Ms. Mi Mi wants to give most of property to her disabled daughter. The 
case is brought before the village elders who are mostly men. You have to orally 
submit arguments to the elders and deal with the customs and norms that work for 
and against your client. Use the key steps in your handout as a roadmap to develop 
your arguments. 
 
The son's statement 
 
1. My name is Mg Mg. My father died 3 months ago. I have one disabled sister. My 
mother is still young and she might marry with someone someday.  
 
2. I' m afraid that the property my father left will be owned by a stranger. So I want to 
have my share from my mother. I am the same sex with my father and I am 20 years 
old. I should get 1/4 of the property as an orasa's right. 
 
The mother' statement 
 
1. I am Ms. Mi Mi. My husband died recently. We have one son and one disabled 
daughter.  
 
2. My son failed 10th standard two times and he always wanders the whole day. 
Sometimes he drinks and treats me very badly and beats his younger sister. He 
never helps me but my daughter does.  
 
3. I'm worried about my daughter because she cannot stand up for herself. So I want 
to give the most of property to her.  
 
4. But my son asks for his ¼ share as heir. I'm afraid that he will spend all he 
receives and then ask for more again.  
 

 



































4th Asia Pro Bono Conference and Legal Ethics Forum 

Plan for Session B6, Fri., Sept 4, 2015, 9:45-11:00 am 

Name of Session: Pro bono and customary law 

 

Session Description/Aim:  
This session will explore the application and need of pro bono services in customary 
law jurisdictions, with a focus on combatting gender stereotyping. 
 

Total Session Minutes: (75 min) 
 

Facilitator:  
Jane Schukoske, S M Sehgal Foundation, j.schukoske@gmail.com 

 

Co-Presenters: 
1. Daw Khin Win Yee, Advocate, Myanmar, dawkhinwinyi7@gmail.com   
2. Natasha Latiff, Strategic Advocacy for Human Rights natasha.latiff@gmail.com 

Session Plan: 

Activity 
Step 

Activity Description Time 
(Min) 

Presenters Materials Needed 

1 Introduce session 
and presenters 

5 Jane 

Khin Win Yee 

NA 

2 Presenters elicit 
examples of pro 
bono services being 
provided in 
customary law 
situations OR 
examples of the 
need for pro bono 
services in 
customary law 
situations.  

5 Jane, Khin Win 
Yee 

a. Flipchart 
 

b. Set of questions 
by facilitators to 
guide the 
conversation 

3 Participants are 
divided into groups 
of 2 and they pair 
and share about 
what is customary 
law and why 
providing pro bono 
services to 
customary law 
situations may be 
different than other 
legal needs.  

5 

 

 

 

 

Co-Presenters 
to walk around 
and listen in & 

take notes for 
debriefing 
session 

a. Slides: questions 
such as:  
What customary law 
issues have you faced in 
your jurisdiction? 

 

Are pro bono services 
provided in those 
situations? Give 
examples 

 

If no, how could they be 
and the benefits 

 

mailto:dawkhinwinyi7@gmail.com
mailto:natasha.latiff@gmail.com


4 Mini-lecture: 
framework for 
identifying and 
challenging gender 
stereotypes 

 

Participants are 
divided into 4 groups 
and each group is 
given a different 
case scenario. The 
case scenarios 
involves a person 
who is providing pro 
bono services in a 
customary law 
situation and the 
person is faced with 
cultural, religious, 
ethnic, challenges. 
The participants 
should discuss ways 
and means to 
overcome these 
challenges and 
present back.  
 

10 

 

 

 

15 

Natasha 

 

 

 

Co-presenters 

circulate 
among the 
groups to hear 
the 
discussions, 
clarify 
instructions, if 
needed 

Slides on 5 key steps 
(handout, too) 
 

Handouts on 4 case 
studies:  
Participants will act as 
counsel in a discussion 
between each other on 
four topics: rape, 
domestic violence, 
inheritance, and 
employment/pay 
equity. 
 

Slide:  
 

What law and customs 
affect the case?  
 

What problematic 
statements/words  do 
you expect would come 
up? 

What would you say in 
response?  

5 Small groups present 
case study reports, 
with a short role play 
demonstrating the 
kinds of statements 
that would come up  
 

Participants provide 
alternate responses 

30 
total 
 

5 
mins 
per 
group 

 

10 
min 

Co-Presenters 
or other 
participants to 
provide input 
on other best 
practice ways 
of handling 
one or more of 
the issues/ 
statements 
that come up 

 

Flip chart 

6 Wrap-up 5 Natasha Gender stereotyping: 
Transnational 
Perspectives (excerpt) 

Total 
Time: 

 

75 
  

August 14, 2015 

 

 



B6 Customary law Employment Case Brief 
 

Case Brief – Group 3 
 
Instructions: 
 
You have been approached to assist Ms. Sasha, a woman who works as an 
agricultural laborer in a rural village. A large landowner's manager hires laborers to 
tend his fields and harvest the crop.  Ms. Sasha, a 25 year old villager, works long 
hours during the harvest season.  As per local custom, the landowner's manager 
pays her as a village woman $1/day.  She has learned that the landowner's manager 
pays men doing the same harvest work $2/day. Ms. Sasha has trouble covering her 
needs with the wages she receives and would like the village elders to correct what 
she sees as injustice in pay. The case is being brought before the village elders, who 
are mostly men. You have to orally submit arguments to the elders and deal with the 
customs and norms. Use the key steps in your handout as a roadmap to develop 
your arguments. 
 
 
Worker’s Statement 
 

1. My name is Sasha. I live with my brother’s family and work on my brother’s small 
farm during the year.  I know all about farming, from preparing the ground to 
harvesting the crops. I know that farmers prefer to harvest wheat by hand, rather 
than machine, because hand-harvesting gives a clean cut above the roots, and it 
keeps the harvested crop clean, not muddy. 
 

2. During wheat harvest season, I work for the large landowner to help harvest his 
crop by hand at the best time.  I work from morning to evening. The manager pays 
me $1/day.  

 
3. The manager hires men to do the same work, and pays them $2/day. 
 

4. It’s not fair to pay the men twice as much.  I work the same hours, and very hard. 
    
 

Employer’s Statement 
 

1. My name is Ram and I manage the harvest labor for one of the village’s large 
landowners. 
 

2. Everyone knows men are farmers and women are just laborers.  We have always 
paid women half the rate of men.  
 

3. Women are smaller and not as strong as men, so it is fair to pay them a lower 
wage. 
 

 
 



  B6 Customary law 

 

Case Brief – Group 1 

 

Instructions: 

You have been approached to assist a victim in a case of domestic violence. You are 

acting for the victim. The only evidence you have is a statement by the accused and 

the complainant. The case is being brought before the village elders. You have to 

orally submit arguments to the elders and deal with the customs and norms that work 

for and against your client. Use the key steps in your handout as a roadmap to 

develop your arguments.  

 

Accused Statement 

 

1. My name is Gin. I have been married to Lai for 10 years. We have 4 children 

together. It was a love marriage.  

 

2. I am sorry I beat her but I have my side of the story as well. Lai knows me from 

before marriage. I am a hardworking man. I work as a carpenter. I work 12 hours 

a day. Sometimes I drink after work to relax myself. When I come home, I 

become very stressed because the food is not ready and the children are crying. 

Even my mother tells Lai that she is becoming lazy at home. I work so hard so 

she can stay at home but I do not feel appreciated.  

 

3. Although I beat her, I always say sorry. It is a reflex. I cannot control myself. It 

just happens. That is the way men are.  

 

4. If I beat her, I only use my hands. I do not use a stick or a cane like other men. 

There is no bleeding. Nothing serious. This is part of marriage. Sometimes 

situation is happy and sometimes it is not.  

 

5. She takes it too seriously and now she involved her family. That was a big 

mistake. Now too many people are involved. This is a private matter.  

 

Complainant’s Statement 

 

1. My name is Lai. I left my family home and returned back to my father’s home 

because I was being beaten by Gin. I love him a lot and I care for him but he 

always comes home late and is drunk. He gets angry within a few minutes if I 

say one word against him. 

 

2.  When he beats me, everyone tells me it is not serious. But day by day, I feel 

emotionally and physically weak. I also feel scared closer to the time he comes 

home. I live in fear.  

 

3. Sometimes I ask myself, is this my burden being a woman? That is what my 

family tells me.  



 

  B6 Customary law 
Case Brief – Group 2 

 
Instructions: 
You have been approached to assist a victim in a case of rape. You are acting for the 
victim. The only evidence you have is a statement by the accused and the 
complainant. The case is being brought before the village elders, who are mostly 
men. You have to orally submit arguments to the elders and deal with the customs 
and norms that usually attribute blame to the victim of rape. You can also use 
customs and norms to support your client’s case. Use the key steps in your handout 
as a roadmap to develop your arguments.  
 
Accused Statement 
 

1. On the 27th July 2013, my mother brought home a guest. Her name was Kai. She 
was not shy. She was very talkative, always laughing and looking at me from the 
side.  
 

2. The next morning, my mother told me to take her to the bus station so she can 
take the bus home. My mother also asked me to pick up a letter from our old 
house post box on my way back. So at about noon Kai and I left for the bus 
station. The bus station is about forty minutes walk from my house. 
 

3. As we started walking Kai said that she liked me. I liked her too. I knew she 
wanted to have sex with me and she was trying to seduce me. So I thought of 
stopping by at our old house with her. Once I got to the house I asked her if she 
wanted to come in to be sure that she actually wanted to have sex with me. She 
said she did not want to wait outside and would rather come in. 
 

4. Once we got into the house I locked the door as we were about to do something 
very private and I did not want anyone else to see it. Once we got in the house I 
started touching her. She kept on resisting. At first I stopped. See I did not want to 
rape her. That’s why I stopped. We talked a little. Then I approached her again. 
However I thought that if she did not want sex, she would have left the house but 
she just stayed inside the house. So when she resisted and said “no” a couple of 
times, I told her not to be shy. Then she was comfortable with me. And I was right, 
she gave in. So we did it. After it was over, I sent her to the bus stop and waited 
until she boarded the right bus. 
 

5. 5 days later, her father appeared at our home. He was banging the door. When 
my mother opened the door, he ran towards me saying I had raped his daughter. I 
was very shocked. 
 

6. I later learned that Kai had made a police report. The police came to our house. I 
offered to marry her. I don’t know why this is a big deal.  

 
Complainant’s Statement 
 

1. Once we were in the house Alef locked the door. That is when I realised 
something was wrong.  
 

2. He came close to me and started touching me. He stopped once but he started 
again and I felt afraid he might hurt me. He asked me to not be shy and give in. I 



got very nervous and scared. I begged him to stop three times but then I stopped 
because he was getting more aggressive. So I let it happen. He did not listen to 
me. He raped me. 



 

B6 Customary Law  
Case Brief – Group 4 

 
Instructions: 
 

You have been approached to assist the complainant wife in a divorce. You have 
agreed to act for the wife. The only evidence you have is a statement by the wife and 
the respondant husband. The case is being brought before the village elders. You 
have to orally submit arguments to the elders and deal with the customs and norms 
that work for and against your client. Use the key steps in your handout as a 
roadmap to develop your arguments. 
 
The complainant wife's statement 
 
1. I am Ms. Ma Ma. Our marriage was a lovely one during the last 7 years.  
 
2. My husband gave me a piece of land attached with a house in a registration gift 
deed.  
 
3. For the last three years, he has come home late and sometimes drinks too much. 
He always blames me and talks to me with cruel words. The worst is his being 
adulterous without my consent.  
 
4. He has been married to a young girl from Karaoke where he used to go and spend 
the night. He often lives together with some other girls. His conduct and behavior 
make my mind and heart injured and hurt. He had made a grievous cruelty on me. 
So I want to divorce him and he has no right to get any of our property. 
 
The respondent husband's statement 
 
1. I am Ko Ko. I have been married to Ma Ma last 10 years ago. It was a lovely 
marriage but we have no child.  
 
2. Two years ago I gave her a land attached with a house in a registration gift deed. I 
had inherited those properties from my dead father.  
 
3. I sometimes come home late because of my work. Sometimes I drink to relax 
myself. At such times she scolds me. I often go to Karaoke to avoid her words.  
 
4. I have been married to a young girl from Karaoke because she is very poor and 
young so I want to take care of her and another reason for my marriage is simple. I 
want to get a baby.  
 
5. I also want to divorce my wife.  But I have to get 2/3 of property said above as a 
nissiya (supporter) and she should get 1/3 as a nissita (dependent). 
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